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About Our Bare-root 
Seedlings & Potted Specimens

Each year for the past 26 years I have prepared bare-root seedlings for my forest 
bonsai classes. I carefully evaluate the current crop available for a wide range of 
sizes and species for bonsai from growers across the country. This season many 
new and exciting species as well as pre-bonsai with larger shaped trunks are also 
available. 
	 Seedlings are an economical way to obtain plants at a low individual cost ($3.50 to $8 each) for bonsai. 
They are excellent for bonsai classes and workshops. Many are difficult to find, especially in small sizes for 
bonsai. Societies often plan ahead and purchase bare-root seedlings for forest bonsai workshops because they 
develop quickly. Forest bonsai can be easily created from bare-root seedlings because they have light branching 
and small root systems which can be placed closer together than potted specimens. 
	 The bare-root seedlings are dormant, healthy and suitable for growing to larger sizes. Plants available 
here are excellent for developing into larger unusual bonsai. Many are rare and difficult to locate in small sizes 
which make them ideal for hobbyists who want to grow and shape their own bonsai. Developing your own bonsai 
from young plants is a fun and satisfying method to shape the bonsai to your own design.
	 Please note that all seedlings are field-grown one to four year old bare-root plants. Many do not have an 
abundance of fibrous roots or twigs but they can be easily developed during the first growing season. The potted 
pre-bonsai are established in small pots, one gallon or two gallon containers.
 	 Established potted imported and domestic bonsai specimens are in excellent supply and available for 
pick up in Rochester, New York or delivery to bonsai conventions I will be attending. Please let me know what you 
are looking for.
	 Care and training information on each species can be located in the back issues of International BONSAI. 
Good luck with your bonsai during the new growing season. Please telephone if you have further questions. 
Order early to avoid disappointment since many species are in limited numbers!

William N. Valavanis	             (585) 334-2595               WNV@internationalbonsai.com            © December 2011

Download the pdf version of the color catalog at: www.internationalbonsai.com

Please contact me early for society orders since supplies are limited

2012 Spring Open House & Sale
May 19-20, 2012

Bonsai Exhibits
Sales Discounts & More

2012 Autumn Bonsai Festival
September 1-2, 2012

Open House & Sale Discounts 
Advance Demos Bonsai & Suiseki Displays

Enjoy Colorful
Beautiful
Bonsai

Advanced Bonsai
Techniques Demos



Sargent Juniper
Juniperus chinensis ‘Shimpaku’

Sargent juniper or Shimpaku is a favorite among all bonsai art-
ists from beginners to master artists. The evergreen deep green 
foliage is quick to develop and easy to maintain by pinching. 
Supple branches can withstand quite of bit of bending into 
extreme as well as delicate shapes. These specimens started 
from cuttings have been container grown to ensure a healthy 
complete root system. The trunks have movement which will 
make shaping easy and a pleasure to work with. Sargent ju-
niper will quickly develop into fine bonsai. These plants are 
excellent for workshops.

Pre-bonsai– from 1 gal. 10-14” Tall– $45 Free Shipping

Trident Maple
Acer buergerianum

The Trident maple is one of the best deciduous species for 
forest and single trunk bonsai. The small, dark green trilobed 
leaves turn yellow and orange in autumn.  They grow quickly 
in trunk caliber and thin, delicate twigs are attractive in winter 
when the structural beauty of the bonsai can be enjoyed.  The 
unique ability of Trident maple roots to grow together and “web” 
makes it the finest species for root over rock style. New shoots 
grow quickly from old wood after drastic pruning. Seedlings 
have light branching and excellent fibrous roots.  Develops 
superb surface roots!                                  
                                         
10 Tree Bareroot Seedling Bundle- 6-18” Tall– $35 Free Shipping

Little Gem Dwarf Spruce
Picea abies ‘Little Gem’

The Little Gem dwarf spruce is truly a conifer “gem” for bonsai 
training. The tiny rich green needles are natural and even get 
smaller with continual pinching. It is a slow grower and only 
requires pinching after the shape is established. Winter-hardy, 
Little Gem dwarf spruce is easly trained into shohin bonsai. It 
is difficult to find small specimens which can be trained mostly 
by trimming and pinching. These potted and established cut-
tings are small, but have excellent root systems, which are also 
ideal for clinging-to-a rock style bonsai. The evergreen needles 
allow Little Gem dwarf spruce to be enjoyed all year around.

3 Plants from 2.5” pots 2-4” Tall– $20 Free Shipping

Porcelain Berry
Ampelopsis brevipedunculata

The Porcelain berry is a flakey bark vigorous vining plant with 
stunning multi colored (blue, purple, cream and turquoise) 
grape-like berries. They are easily trained as a cascade style 
bonsai. They must be trimmed back in spring to encourage 
new branching and repeatedly until August when the berries 
begin to mature and change color. As the Porcelain berry bonsai 
matures it can be planted in a small container since the foliage 
reduces nicely for small and shohin bonsai. Enjoy an unusual 
bonsai with glorious multi-colored berries in late summer and 
early autumn. 

Pre-bonsai– from 4” pot 8-10” Tall– $20 Free Shipping

Japanese Red Pine
Pinus densiflora

Japanese red pine are excellent but a difficult to find species for 
bonsai training. The bark forms thick sections which add the 
appearance of age quickly. The trunks are reddish as are the 
buds. The light green needles, thick bark and growth charac-
teristics are different from Japanese black pine. Japanese red 
pine are delicate in appearance, but easy to grow and are winter 
hardy.  Short needles are easily developed. The unbranched 
seedlings can be easily shaped into any style, especially shohin 
bonsai.  Easy to grow and winter hardy!

5 Tree Bareroot Seedling Bundle- 4-8” Tall– $20 Free Shipping

Mikawa Japanese Black Pine
Pinus thunbergi var. Mikawa

The Japanese black pine is one of the finest and easiest pine  
species to train for bonsai. They are vigorous with dark green 
needles which will quickly reduce in size. The pre-bonsai are 
container grown and have trunks (about 2”) with a lovely gentle 
movement and branches. The rough bark is beginning to de-
velop on the well shaped trunks. These pre-bonsai Japanese 
black pine are ready for serious development into fine bonsai 
and ready for display containers. The bareroot seedlings are 
unbranched and great for shaping into any design. 

Pre-bonsai- from 3 gal. 10-14” Tall– $110 Free Shipping

5 Tree Bareroot Seedling Bundle- 4-8” Tall– $20 Free Shipping



Amethyst Falls Wisteria
Wisteria frutescens ‘Amethyst Falls’

Amethyst Falls wisteria is a select cultivar of an American native 
species. This Wisteria is not as invasive as the common Chinese 
wisteria and blossoms throughout the summer, not only in 
spring. The flower buds first appear as an attractive grape-like 
cluster that open on short racemes with violet/blue flowers that 
form on very young plants. Plants are cutting grown to avoid ugly 
graft unions and have bloomed repeatedly throughout most of 
the summer. Extend your Wisteria blossoming  bonsai throughout 
the summer!  
         

Pre-bonsai– from 1 gal. 10-14” Tall– $30 Free Shipping

Dwarf Wisteria
Millettia japonica

Unlike the rampant and invasive Chinese and Japanese wiste-
rias, the Dwarf wisteria is a dainty twiggy shrub. Although not 
a true Wisteria, this species has tiny, narrow green and bronze 
leaflets which are especially attractive in summer. The Dwarf 
wisteria rarely flowers, however it is grown for the beautiful 
foliage. The diminutive size of Dwarf wisteria makes it an ideal 
species for shohin bonsai. They especially look good in a cream 
glazed container. This species is rare and difficult to find. A 
true gem of the bonsai world!

Pre-bonsai– from 4” pot 3-8” Tall– $40 Free Shipping

Bonsai
Training Container

These brown plastic oval training containers with multiple 
knock out drainage holes are great for forests or single trees 
and economical for classes and workshops. The container can 
also be used as a water basin or saucer if the drainage holes 
are intact. One or two seedling bundles will generally fit well 
in this size container.      
Container size: 17” x 12” x 2” deep                                           

$20 Free Shipping

Early Amethyst Beautyberry
Callicarpa dichotoma ‘Early Amethyst’

Imagine a bonsai full of bright purple berries in early autumn 
which last into winter! The Beautyberry is often grown for 
shohin bonsai because the small berries are in proportion to 
the small tree. The small purplish-lavender summer flowers 
are followed by massive quantities of fruit which grow on the 
long slender arching branches. The fruit of Early Amethyst 
beautyberry begins to change color in early September.

Branched Plant from 4” pot- 4-6” Tall– $15 Free Shipping

Momo No Haru Satsuki Azalea
Rhododendron indicum ‘Momo No Haru’

Momo No Haru satsuki azalea is a compact growing cultivar of 
Satsuki azalea which has abundant clusters of lavendar-pink fun-
nel shaped flowers in late spring. The 1.5” flowers last for weeks 
and occassionally will again sporatically blossom in autumn. The 
dark green foliage is attractive and presents a spectacular stage 
for the bright flowers. These cutting grown plants are easy to grow 
and train and are ready for training so the flowers can be enjoyed. 
Trunks are approximately one-half inch in diameter and can still 
be shaped. Add a bonsai to your collection which will add color in 
late spring and beauty throughout the year!

Pre-bonsai– from 1 gal. 8-12” Tall– $25 Free Shipping

Chinese Quince
Pseudocydonia sinensis

The Chinese Quince, “King of Fruiting Bonsai” is a distinctive 
species because of its attractive pink flowers in spring and 
large fruit during the summer. In autumn the fragrant fruit 
mature to a golden yellow and the foliage turns orange and red. 
Irregular patches of colorful bark peel away during the growing 
season which can be best appreciated in the winter. All plants 
are seedlings from one of our bonsai and were grown in small 
pots and now have excellent roots. The thin trunks can easily 
be wired into interesting shapes or created into a forest bonsai.
Chinese quince has it all– flowers, fruit, bark and autumn color.

5 Unbranched Seedling Bundle - 6-12” Tall– $25 Free Shipping



Dawn Japanese Flowering Apricot
Prunus mume ‘Dawn’ (‘Musashi Nono’)

Fragrant rich clear pink with ruffled double small flowers. 

Hana Kami Japanese Flowering Apricot
Prunus mume ‘Hana Kami’

Light pink semi-double early blossoms.

Hokkai Bungo Japanese Flowering Apricot
Prunus mume ‘Hokkai Bungo’

Fragrant, double dark pink to reddish blossoms.

Kobai Japanese Flowering Apricot
Prunus mume ‘Kobai’

Fragrant, semi-double red flowers.

Nicholas Japanese Flowering Apricot
Prunus mume ‘Nicholas’

Semi-double cotton candy pink flowers.

Omoi No Mama Japanese Flowering Apricot
Prunus mume ‘Omoi No Mama’

Semi-double light pink to white and sometimes yellow green 
bi-colored blossoms.

Japanese flowering apricots have been appreciated in Japan 
and China for centuries in gardens, flower arrangements, art 
and container culture. It is often misnamed “Flowering plum”, 
however, botanically it is a Japanese flowering apricot. The 
beautiful flowers are popular in Oriental art. This small tree 
blossoms in the period of late winter to early spring  when other 
species are dormant and many of the cultivars are extremely  
fragrant. There are over 250 cultivars of Japanese flowering 
apricots in Japan selected for growth habit and blossom color 
and form. In Japan, the Japanese flowering apricot is a symbol 
for spring and a popular bonsai subject. Plants are small well 
rooted unbranched cuttings to avoid unattractive grafts and 
should grow over 15 inches with branching during the first year. 
The new shoots can be easily wired into interesting shapes. 
Start training a traditional classical bonsai species.

Limited Supply!
3 Unbranched Cutting Bundle - 3-6”–  $20 Free Shipping

A small number of larger older named cultivars of Japanese 
flowering apricots from 4” pots are also available. We will chose 
one of the five select cultivars for you.

Limited Supply!
Unbranched Plant From 4” Pots - 6-12”–  $20 Free Shipping

Japanese flowering quince are one of the most colorful spring 
blossoming species trained for bonsai. Appreciated for their long 
lasting colorful blossoms they are a popular species displayed 
in spring shows. Japanese flowering quince are often trained 
in the multiple trunk or clump style because of their growth 
habit, but make stunning single trunk bonsai as well. There 
are many different cultivars of Japanese flowering quince which 
have been selected for their flowers and growth habits. They 
are easy to cultivate and train into striking bonsai. Japanese 
flowering quince look excellent in glazed containers which will 
contrast well with the bright flowers.

The Double Taketm series of Japanese flowering quince were 
recently developed and released in 2010 by Dr. Thomas Ran-
ney and his team at the North Carolina State University. The 
large double flowers create magnificent color displays in early 
spring, occasionally they will repeat blossoming. This series of 
Japanese flowering quince are thornless and deer resistant. 
Since they are heat tolerant they should grow well in warmer 
areas of the country. 

The Double Taketm Japanese flowering quince series have been 
selected as a Proven Winner® plant which are unsurpassed in 
terms of flowering, growth habit, disease resistance and gar-
den performance. Prices include the royalty for these patented 
plants which are established and have been grown in 1 quart 
containers. They are ready for shaping and will blossom in 
spring.

Branched Plant From 1 Qt. pot - 6-12”–  $18 Free Shipping

Pink Storm Double Taketm 
Japanese Flowering Quince
Chaenomeles speciosa ‘Pink Storm’

Fully double, 2 inch, intense deep
pink flowers that look like camelias.
The center of each blossom have 
yellow centers with layers of 
overlapping petals. Flowers have 
29-40 petals and the opening 
buds look like small sweetheart 
roses. A striking new cultivar.

Scarlet Storm Double Taketm 
Flowering Quince

Chaenomeles speciosa ‘Scarlet Storm’

A flurry of early spring is created
with the bright red, velvety, double

flowers with yellow centers. Each 
blossom has17 to 25 petals and 

can be up to 2.5 inches in diameter. 
Unlike other Japanese flower-

ing quince, Scarlet Storm tends 
to have flowers all the way to the 

branch tips.

Special Flowering Quince Collection!
2  Plants (One Of Each Cultivar)   $30 Free Shipping



Magnificent full color photos and historical training information on
over 200 of the finest bonsai in the United States in each album

Small Supply Available

192 color pages  $65/ $5 U.S. shipping

Size: 11 X 8.5” hardcover192 color pages  $ 65/ $ 5 u.s. shipping 

Size: 11 X 8.5” hardcover

New Limited Edition!
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U.S. National Bonsai Exhibition
Commemorative 
Albums

June 9-12, 2012
Rochester, New York

Are you proud of your bonsai?
Submit Your Bonsai Photo Now! 
Deadline April 15, 2012

www.internationalbonsai.com

 3rd U.S. National Bonsai

exhibition

Additional Highlights!
Largest Sales Area In U.S.
Award Ceremony Banquet

Benefit Auction

Cash Awards

Demonstrators

Yasuo Mitsuya
Marc Noelanders
Dr. Alice Chen
Professor Jerome Cushman

Over 200 Museum-Quality Bonsai
From Private & Public Collections

U.S. National Bonsai Exhibition
 Information

Saturday & Sunday, June 9-10, 2012
9am to 5pm

Fair & Expo Center  l  Rochester, New York

Daily Admission $15
Weekend Pass $20 before June 1st

Saturday Evening Award Banquet

By Advance Reservation Only $35

Join fellow bonsai hobbyists for an 
educational and inspirational visit!



Ordering Information

Terms – All plants are labeled true to name, alive, healthy and dormant. Only healthy plants of excellent quality are 
shipped. Since we do not have control of the plants after they leave the International Bonsai Arboretum, plants are 
not guaranteed.

Payment – Full payment must accompany all orders. All prices are payable in U.S. dollars and subject to change with-
out notice. We accept checks, Mastercard and Visa. Please provide your account number and security code on the back 
and expiration date for credit card payments. New York State residents add 8% sales tax. Minimum order $25.00.

Shipping & Handling – All orders sent POSTPAID. Bare-root seedlings are only available from late January through 
March by mail order depending on quantities and weather conditions. Plants will be shipped via U.S. Mail. Please 
provide your complete street address and telephone number. No foreign orders. Special arrangements can be made 
to deliver plants to bonsai conventions that I will attend.  

Care Upon Arrival – Seedlings should be unpacked upon arrival and kept in a cool dark area at 35-40oF. Deciduous 
bare-root seedlings can be easily kept for several months if correctly stored and periodically checked for moisture. 
Tap roots as well as heavy roots should be trimmed lightly when planting to encourage an abundance of fibrous roots 
and twigs during the first growing season. Seedlings should be potted before foliage opens and matures.

Beginners’ Tips – Plant Profiles

Advanced Training Techniques

Art – Design – History

  2012 Subscription  4 Issues
U.S. $38 – Foreign $50

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY!   2011/NO. 2                          AzAleA BONsAi

International
BONSAI

$9.50

2012
Bonsai Calendars

13 Outstanding Photos Suitable For Framing

$20 each free shipping

Order Early– Supply Limited!

The World of Bonsai
Artist Kunio Kobayashi

Hardcover ■ 12”x 9”
320 All Color Pages

Japanese & English Text

$160/free shipping

Bonsai
by Kunio Kobayashi

275 Full Color Pages
Softcover ■ 6.5”x 9”

Japanese & English Text

$65/$5 U.S. shipping - foreign $15



INTERNATIONAL BONSAI ARBORETUM

Name

Address 

City - State - Zip

Phone				                                         E-mail

Payment:      Check ■      Visa ■      MasterCard ■      Discover ■        Ship Date Requested

Expiration Date: ■  ■ - ■  ■           Security Code (Last 3 numbers on back): ■  ■  ■   

 ■  ■  ■  ■ - ■  ■  ■  ■ - ■  ■  ■  ■ - ■  ■  ■  ■ 

William N. Valavanis
1070 Martin Road
West Henrietta, New York 14586-8901
☎ (585) 334-2595   ■   FAX  (585) 334-6239
e-mail: WNV@internationalbonsai.com

    Mikawa Japanese Black Pine (1) pre-bonsai		    	          	                     $110

    Mikawa Japanese Black Pine (5) seedlings		          	                                  $20

    Trident Maple (10)			            	                                                              $35

    Japanese Red Pine (5)			                                                               $20

    Porcelain Berry (1) pre-bonsai 			                                                    $20

    Little Gem Spruce (3)			            	                                              $20

    Sargent (Shimpaku) Juniper (1) pre-bonsai		     			              $45

    Amethyst Falls Wisteria (1) pre-bonsai		     	                                   $30

    Dwarf Wisteria (1) pre-bonsai		    	                                                        $40

    Early Amethyst Beautyberry (1) 		     	                                              $15

    Momo No Haru Satsuki Azalea (1) pre-bonsai            		                         $35

    Chinese Quince (5)		          	                                                                      $25
    Dawn Japanese Flowering Apricot (3)		           	                                    $20

    Hana Kami Japanese Flowering Apricot (3)                                                      $20

    Hokkai Bungo Japanese Flowering Apricot (3)                                                  $20
    Kobai Japanese Flowering Apricot (3)	                                                         $20
    Nicholas Japanese Flowering Apricot (3)	                                                         $20 

    Omoi No Mama Japanese Flowering Apricot (3)	                                              $20   

    Large Japanese Flowering Apricot	(1)                                                                $20    

    Pink Storm Double Taketm Japanese Flowering Quince(1)	                                  $18    

    Scarlet Storm Double Taketm Japanese Flowering Quince(1)	   	                        $18

    Double Taketm Japanese Flowering Quince Collection (2) one of each cultivar              $30

    Forest Bonsai Training Container (1)	                                                        $20

    2012 Bonsai Calendar (1)	                                                                               $20

        N.Y. State Residents Add 8% Tax

Qty.	           	                          Description                                                                           Price              Amount

Subtotal

 GRAND TOTAL ENCLOSEDFree Shipping!


